How Might the Shape of Soviet History Have Been Different
if Trotsky, Rather than §ta1‘in. had Succeeded Lenin?
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Introduction

If someone were to compile a list of the most important events
of the twentieth century, certainly Russia's Bolshevik Revolution
would be near the top of ite It is not unreasonable to suggest
that the overwhelming majority of people in the world has been
influenced by the historical course of post-revolutionary Russia.

N e

After the death of the leader of the revolution, Lenin, there
was a struggle between two men-- Josef Stalin and Leon TrotskKy==
for his successione. Stalin eventually did succeed Lenin, but
the ideology of Trotsky is still studied in today's world. This
paper will compare some of the basic  differences between Stalin’s
and Trotsky's philosophies, and apply them to the world of today.
How might the shape of Soviet history have been different if Trotsky

had succeeded Lenin rather than Stalin?g

Unlike Marx, it is the belief of this author that history
is not only the result of economic circumstances, but that men,
their personalities, and their ideas have influence in the events
of history. Certainly, this paper's speculations must be based
on Trotsky’s own writings to envision one of the pnossible futures
that Russian history might have taken out of the infinite number

of conceivable futures,




In the vear 1917 in Russia a revolution took

place which was known as the Bolshevik Revolution,

‘ y C)

The working class of Russia was outraged at the
way their government was handling internal and foreign
vroblems, These radicals wan'ed Russia to withdraw from
the war in Europe because they considered it a war
started by, fought by, and in the interests of capitalists.
They aleec wanted to comrletely overthrow caritalism inside
Runein, hecause they were dissatisfied with their position
in the sreciz]l structure and felt that they could nation-
alize *hr econchy by forming a government of the working
clas=. But the Russign government had diffenernt idess.
Tt was determined to live up to its agreements with its

allies and te continue fighting in the war.

One of the dissatisfied factions was successful
in overthrowing the monarchy and taking power from the
Czar. A vrovisional government was formed with Alexander

Kerensky at its head. NSRS T )

But the working class was still dissatisfied with
the way the country was being run. The working class

started demonstrating and riotingz within Russia. One




man, Nicolai 'Ilych Ulynav, know as Lenin, who was one

of the most iméktant leaders of the Bolsheviks (revo- 3h¥3r;r3“
lutionary workers) and who had been banished “rom Russiat 5}“;'
said that he would take over Russia with the support of _;f;, ) Q
the working class. tfpwﬁﬁméa ~

As the Russian government rersisted in its refusal
to hear the voice of the workers, laborers began to strike
and factories begzn to close down. At this point, Lenin
decided the time was right to seize the government by
violence. But he could not argue his point effectively

because of his absence from Russia at this time.

-—

| L
In April, 1917 Lenin secretly returned to Russia

for what was to become a historic meeting. For twenty
hours he and his men debated whether to start the overthrow
or not. Finally, Lenin convinced the others that the time

was right since the government was terribly weakened by

. . K . — ol A —
economic problems resulting from factory c1051ngs.1.—"‘L\

S
= ‘rr-li il
I‘

At a meeting of the Bolsheviks leaders in August, 19017,
in which the revolutionaries planned the future of Bolshevism,
another leader, Joseph Stalin, said that the party should
perfect Bolshevism in Russia befere going on to conquer the
world, as the Bolsheviks were hoping to dqiﬁ_ﬁgt_gps} of the

other leaders believed thert Eolshevism should devote its efforts

towrd taking over the whole werld.

- -

A,



. From November 6th to November 7th, the Bolsheviks
seized allthe government's essential overations =- rail=
roads, bridges, banks and post offices. When the revolt
subsided and the Bolsheviks were victorious, the:number

3 N
of fatalities on both side¢ was very low.’ NG

ILenin wns the obvious choice for the leader of the
new regime, TLenin believed in the philosnphies of Karl
Marx, who believed that:

Soecial classes were determined bv their relation-
ship to the means of vproduction. Feudal society,
with its lords and vassals had been succeeded

in Western Europe by Bourgeois society with its
canitalists and workers. But Bourgeois society...
contained the seerds of its own destruction. The
number of capitalists would diminish while the
ranks of the impoverished prdetariat would grow,
until finally there would be a breakdown and a
socialist reveclution in which the overwhelming
ma’‘ority, the proletariat, would disnossefsthe
smz1ll minority of capitalist explociters.

Lenin acreed with Marx and foresaw a?dictatorship
of the proleteriat and a withering away of the state. He
wanted to do away with all anti-Bolsheviks who were placed
in Russiz to try to instigate a counter-revolution.

Although a world take-over was his ultimate goal,
he wanted to settle internal oroblems first. He wanted

to remedv the dizcontentments of the peasants, and needed

1“Communism,' Encgclopaedi Brittanica {1978reds),
VDl. 1‘. p. 10200 i £



to boost Russia's ailing economy. J

In 1922 Lenin suffered a stroke from which he never
fully recovered. He died near Moscow on January 21, 1924,

His embalmed body was placed on permanent public display.

Josef Stalin and Leon Trotsky were the two men >
who struggled to succeed Lenin as leader of the party. \-h“JJN‘\ o
Lenin, in his testament written while he was dving, _ ;Lw*krk
said, "Stalin...did not always know how to use (his) .v-«'\ géyﬁ
power with sufficient caution. (He was) +20 rude (2nd) not &“,$~“Jc; f
> [

to be trusted.”

Lenin said Trotsky "was distinguished by exceptional
abilities, but his too far reaching self-confidence and
disposition to be too much attracted by the purely administra-

tive side of affairs made him not fully qualified to be

leader.“3

After Lenin died it appe=red that Trotsky would emerge « . ye”
as the new leader, However, Stalin got a head start in the __;”uWJl B
struegle for succession when he maé%ed to get his followers _“-3;«¥ -
into important governmental positions, and expanded the
power his men controlled. Trotsky struck back when hg__

addressed a letter to the Russign Politburo saying that R
Stalin should not be the man to succeed Lenin. Stalin's

men were making too many decisions that the entire party

2 . -
Lenin, Testament, quoted by Basyl Dmytryshyn in USSR,
A Concise History (New York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1965), pe 137,

BIbido » Dos 138.



6

had to comply with. He said Stalin was "silencing all

valid criticims."u of his policies.

Stalin then labeled Trotsky as one who threatened
party unity. Although Trotsky wanted intra-party democracy.
he was himself dictatorial. This hypocracy Wwas resented
and worked in Stalin's favor. On Januy Ary 24, 1924,

Trotsky left the country. This gave Stalin a chance

to speak (unaprpdsed. He said that he was to be the right-
ful succesgdr to Lenin. Stalin said he would "hold high ,
to guard and to strengthen the purily of the party mem-
bership, the unity of the party, the dictatorship of the

proletariat, and the worker peasant alliance."5 &

Stalin got 220,000 of his new supporters to join
the party. At this point Trmgsky admitted defeat when he

S v W D

said, "My party, right or wrong.ﬂé = P .

o , o 2

N

It seemed at this point that Trotsky had lost the ‘».“\
N\

struggle for succession, but still might retain an impor-

LOIeD -
tant position in the Bolshevik regime, However, Trotsky _ nJhl\
made a £rave mistake when he criticized Zinoviev-and ";gmm}\

;Kameqpv (two other possible candidates for succession), : ;*;»%ﬁtikx
and as a result, they sided with Stalin. Stalin took
advantage of this fact and totally denounced Trotsky.

He said that Trotsky went against Bolshevik philosophy,
and expelled him from the party. __2  xiku¢4b
uhasil Dmytryshyn, USSR, Concige Histo (New Y o~

Charles Secribner's SonsT_T§65§]_5:—T%§.____—Ex s gywq,:%

i 2 & 3 ' o
slbidn pPe 139, WYaed o e
% L gt = ‘:‘_.-
6Ibidu Po 139, S AN ﬂl\“



7
After he 1éf£ Russiz, Trotsky could criticize Stalin
without any d=nger to himself. He criticized Stalin for
not instigating revolutions in other European nations,
saying that this was essential to the fight against cap-

italism.,

Stalin dismissed his criticism by calling it a \ukkikdwx
“lack of faith in the strength and capabi ities of the <
Russian Revolution and as a negation and repudiation of
Lenin's theory of the proletariat revolution."? Stalin
had his own theory on world takeover, known as "socialism

in one country,.® which will be discussed later.

Trotsky persisted in criticizing Stalin's policies,
such as the partv's lack of democracy, or factionalism,.and
its lack of development of industry for the proleiariat.
Eventually Trotsky was axed to death in Mexico while on a

world tour in 1940,

QA / % \
\ A" At Y

L] -4 o :
Afth_Trotsgy_s de§th. %Eggﬁn wae the uncha;lenged Tﬁﬁihmk

_1§ader in Russia. He controlled Russia as a dictator}

believing in inducing fear and terror to achieve his goals.
He deviated greatly from Lehin's original Socialist principles.
Stalin believed in a monolithic party rule, which means he did not

tolerate literalism, new ideas and new policies. People who

- N . A 3 — NN
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disagreed with hislideology were accused of treason. Stalin

was also an absoldtist -- the sole infallible interpreter
of Marxist ideology. Stalin believed that the world
revolution should be postponed until communism was per-
fected in Russia. This concept of concentrating on

developing socialism in only Russia before going on to

socialize the world is known as "socialism in one country.”

Stalin decided that the industrialization of Russia

was needed to help the proletariat boost its economy. PSS
A :J T‘f i‘t\‘_ " .- . f
This would also free—Russdg from dependerce on capitalistie . sn
e . 77 U v
nations. He developed a series of‘fiVe year ﬁlans to *~f¢*g$
’ v _.h_ A )

achieve this industrialization. These were fairly successfwff; .
But an increase in agricultural efficiency was also needed.-
Stalin decided that the most efficient method for this

would be to start collective farms, which were the pooling

of individual peasant farms into large state farms. Although

the farmers objected strongly to this, Stalin, in 1930, forced

it on them. Going against socialist ideology, he increased

the power of the government by forcing the farmers to pro-

duce what he desireds

Stalin had become a paranoid leader, and was ter-
rified by the thought of a democratic takeover, so in the
1930's he launched a mass execution of "possible" enemies

of the state. When Stalin was through murdering, the numbaw

Y - !
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of dead was in the millions. Stalin ruled Russia wyntil Hiﬁlh_}

his death iq March, 1952. e ) thv‘ 5;~ - :; 5

L]
— . . N x h'j A \ ) o )
Leon Trotsky's ideology differed tremendously from
Stalin's during the struggle for succession. Trotsky
believed in Marxist Ideology--the theory of permanent
world revolution. Regarding economic development Trotsky
felt that:
An economic system had to be seen as a world
system rather than a national one. All national
economic development was affected by the laws of
the world market, even though such regional factors
as location, population, available resources and
pressure from surrounding countries make ghe rate
of development different in each country,"
In other words, in order for the Bolsherik revo-
lution to be totally and permanentlyv successful, it would
be necessary to incorperate other countries, and the

power of the working class would have to be amplified because

of its knowledge of economic priorities.

In 1924, Trotsky demanded more democracy in social
and governmental structures. This idea, called factionzlism,
would give even more power to the working class. He also
believed that new ideas and trends sho:ld be permitted if
they did not deviate from Bolshevik ideology. These ideas
are almost opposite those of Josef Stalin. | &

After Trotsky was expelled from Russia, he attacked

Stalin's policies even more vigorouly. He called the

B"Trotsk ism," Encyclopaedia Brittanica (1978 edo)
vole 106 Do 1 3o




10

Soviet Bureaucracy a dictatorship by one man--Stalin. He

also labeled it a "degenerated workers'state“9

--a state
in which the means of production had been nationalized,

but in which a bureaacratic regime ruled.

One of the major conflicts between Stalin and
Trotsky was %QEJJJErlé revolution." This conflict took
place in the 1920's. However, in the present day it might
be interesting to sneculate whg¥§é ideology would have

had the most effect on the world.

The Bolshevik desire for world domination has yet
to be fulfilled. However, when Leonid Brezhnev, the
current Russian leader, was asked about g world tzkeover
he said,"Hardly a corner of the globe lies outside Soviet

influence."l0

L) wa AN o
Russian arms are continuall# being shipped to
third world nations, Russia's navy is getting bigger and
stronger. Treaties, economic aid and active dinlomacy 24
strengthen Russia'’s influence over third worlk nationsj
Russia'a empire is larger than any Czar's; and the morale L
of the people leads some analysts to believe that it is

possible for Russia to takeover.

%Ibide, po 143,

1O“The Kremlin's Unending Quest For World Domination,*
US News And World Report, LXXXIII (Oect. 24, 1977) po 54.
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Today, Russia's satellite countries are not permit=- _a\ Al

L\ -
ted nationalistic beliefs. Satellite governments that were Qﬂﬁn '

politically opposed to Soviet policy have in the past had ,,\j;{fj

their insubordination subdued by force, as occurred in

. . \ \ N LU V- 3 N
Czechoslovakia in 1968. . =3 )

An example of Russian power is Jussia's relations - _5
with Somalia. Russia sent aid to Somalia lLecause she was
fighting a war with Ethiopia, which is an ally of the United

States. In just five years, Soviet =zid turned Somalia into,

militarily, one of the strongest ccuntries in Africa. A

et | W N

simbiotic relationship formed when Somalia eranted Russia

ey - e Lt S
permlssion to store arms and military facilities in Somaiia.-
However, in the recent past and in years to come Russia's

extranztional control has had to, znd will probably con-

tinue to have to, slow down. The Soviets continually

\undergg;ignfq“other countdies' strenths «nd nationalism, and o

—d(erestima+e its own ability to control other nations.
Russia will undoubtedly continue to strive to win countries -
over to Communism in years to come, with the hope of

ultimately attaining complete world domination.

Much of Russia's world power today comes from the
ruthlessness of Josef Stalin. Without his presence during
World War II, Russia may never have gotten as far as it

has in its quest for world domination.
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The best and the only way possible to discover how
Trotsky would have operated in his des’re for world domina-
tion is in his own writings. Trotsky wrote,"To us, inter-
nationalism is not an abstret idea existing only to be be-
trayed on every opportune occasion...but is a real guiding

and wholly practical principle. A lasting, decisive success

[,
is inconceivable for us without a revolution in Europe."ll SER A
% L

Wheréas Josef Stalin implied that the people of Russia A S

A iy 0 [
. B o S W ‘,'\1.\ Y
goals of Marx had been eliminated by the Stalinists and.> “>© ‘Ak_tx

0n B i!‘ e

s

wanted vpeaceful coexistence, Leon Trotsky believed that‘the o

peaceful coexistence would be a betraval of one of the s !
fundamental philosophical beliefs of the Bolsheviks. By - Dot
practicing socialism in one country, and peaceful co-

existence, Trotsky believed that Russia was giving up its

main goal of world revolution. If Russia did not attack,

soon it would become a victim of capitalistic imperialism,.

Trotsky said that if he had taken over Russia,
he would have continued the Bolshevik policy of world
domination. He realized however, that countries could
not be overthrown by reveolutionzries alone, He would

have brought his army into the struggle as well. _ 3N

Unfortunately, Trotsky was murdered before the
end of World War II and before Russia had expanded its,
power so greatly, so it is unknown how he would have res

acted to this new found Russian power. ' “ﬂ}*

nLeon Trotsky, My Life (New York, Pathfinder Press,
_ 1970), 'ps 332, P




Trotsky probably would have attempted to incite Ao
other revolutions immediately after he organized Russia
into 2 Marxist society. Russiz possibly could have gained
control of more countries than she did during World War II
and might even be a greater power today. ;r e\

© o)

Tﬁe power of bureaucracy was another area in which
Stalin and Trotsky differed. St2lin believed the entire
country should be ruled by the Communist Party. He believed
that the Party should work hard at keeping its power.

The Party should assign work to its workers and then sit
back and wait for the work to be completed. If the Farty
were dissatisfied with the efficiency of the workers, it
would interfere with the workers. In short, the Party acts
as a brain, and the workers are simply hands which do what

the brain says.

Trotsky had his own opinions of the power of the 2

bureaucracy. In a paper written in 1934 he said that Stalin
considered Russia a clssless society, but he. believed that
Russia had many changes to make before it was truly classless.
He objected to the complete power of the bureaucracy. Classes
in Russia were equal socially, at leas¥ in name, but they were
certainly not eaual econémically. Trotsky believed that if
some people were continually economically inferior to others,
socialism would collapse and capitalism would result due to

class conflicts between the rich and the poor. Trotsky would




1k
have attempted to stabilize everyone's income so the desire
for appropriations would cease., He indicated this when
he wrote: "The satisfaction of the essential elementary
needs is always boundup with a bitter strugele of each
against all, illegal appropriation, evasion of laws, cheating
wl?

of the state, favoritism, and thievery on a mass scale.

The Bureaucracy shruld use its "administrative rressure to

is i Jaxe y z wl3 _\ﬁ;\ph\ &
compensate for the deficiency 1in economic POWEr. AN b
R \ . __"r'lr-l-\' )
—_— _\r ..-_\
. e LR, S
-~ T r_:}- oy, )
Trotsky believed that(Stalin's collective farms ) N T

were 2 nerfect examnple q{_tge power of the_?ﬁ;eéucracy.
because a rural community contains the ultimate interface
between the rroducer and the consumer--food., The bureaucracy
controls the collective farms harshly simrly because they

know the farmers are displessed, so the bureaucracy must R i
!

guard against an uvrising, Leon Trotsky believed that _--g“cw\>{
3 \
the reason for the dictatorship of the bureaucracy was to :#§3§39m-
§ - .‘T\ N ?‘_}\
suporess economic class conflicts., Trotsky would have —N
. qtle
destroyed the power of the bureaucracy in order to develop 1A
. = . . N
economic equality, and in order to start Soviet Democracy., \ p
. . XN~
The destruction of the bureaucracy would stzrt a unity i, Vi
among the workers again, and would heln them in starting

the world revelution.

Stalin's lack of attention to the disrparity in the

distribution of wealth in Russia is varticularly ironic,

12 )
Leon Trotsky, Writngs L New ¥ 5 ]
PI'ESS. 1971) » Po 11 8: s S w (Naw ork, Pathfinder

131bid0. De 1186
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for he ignored the very thing that Marx, whose ideology e Yo

LY

i —-\ .

B~ i \\

classes -- material wealth., Trotsky, in peinting out that jkﬁﬂqam

he supnosedly followed, believed to be the basis of social

social and politiecal eruality is meaningless without ‘hi}p{ 0
economic equality as well, stays much closer tc the original ..~ ™ %;
ideology of the Marxist revolutionaries. —N ﬁ“}'i
2 R
Another area in which there is a di-ference between
Stalin and Trotsky is in their attitude toward Jews. Russia
had a long history of anti-Semitism before the revolution
and there is still a great amount that exists today. In
the ideelogy of the revolution it is possible that this , N
Rt A
anti-Semitism stems directly from Lenin. In a paper he 'y: |
wrote entitled "The National Question” hqgaid' "Jewish S

national culture is the slogan of rabbis and bourgeoise ... .

whoever proclaims ... (this)...is the enemy of the

L1 lu

proletariat. e

-

_ " Even today, when there are two and a half to

three million Jews in Russia, they have non?.of the nationalengﬂejk“
= - — Yt l

. e a—

rights that are granted to other minoritiesQ“-Jéws have R Lty
no newspapers or magazines of their own. There are no

Jewish gsocial clubs as there are for members of other

groups., It is against the law to teach Hebrew in Russia,

A1l Jewish cemetaries are closed --even in Moscow where thece

1“”Racismlinﬂussia;.01d Fears, Hates Linger,
US News And World Report, LXXXIV (Sep, i1, 1978), pe 40.
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are a quarter of a million Jewss There are fewer than one
hundred synogegques in all of Russia today, whereas there were
thpee theusand in 1917_15 It is impossible to find Kosher
food in Russia. All attendees of Jewish services are regis-
tered with the government. There is often propaganda on
televigsion, in books magazines and pamphlets against Jews.
Some of the literature implies that the Jews collaborated

with Adolf Hitler during World War II, in the killing of

Rugsians in the Ukraine.16

ﬁecause of their persecution, many Jews wou'd
like to emigrate from Russia, but this is very difficult
to do. If a Jew apvlies for emigration, it is very likely
that he lose his job, and since it is against the law not

to work, he might be sent to prison.,

Boris Rabbat, one of thefew Jewish ex-government
!

officials who was allowed to emigrate said,"To get a
decent job in the ideological field or social sciences and move
ug tn the system, 2 Jew must not ® an orthodox Marxist-
Laqiﬁfét but an immoral scuundre?."l? =

Leon Trotsky was born Lev Davidovich Bronstein, into
a Jewish home. ﬂpgn growing up he was/strongly opnosed to

~anti-Semitism. If Trotsky had ruled Russia, he certainly

would have deviated from the accepted Russian cutlook on

151hide, Pe 40o |

|
16Ibid.’ Peo 4o

1?Ibid.. Po 40,
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Jewse The Soviet Jewry would probably nct be persecﬁted as —
- ﬁ._'?_.

they are today and they would be considered equal citizens. /’@rﬁﬁy‘:'a

Since they would be free to practice their religion and follow i;\\'>q?
their own culture, and would be allowed to participate in all
aspects of Russian’/living, they probably would not be so | x‘}\N
earer to leave the country. ' _— 1\ ikl;ﬁb‘

1f ®rotsky has succeeded Lenin it is also possible \ tﬁ“\kgﬁp*\

A s
that Russia's role in the Middle East might be differente. L

By the very nature of most of the Arzb countries' socio=- ,fj\}k_-
economic structure, they are opposed to communig ideology b - j::<g
such as the equal distribution of wealth:' Under Trotsky, ‘5;\ i
considering his Jewish background, the Russians mic<ht have | e ., L
s e

been more prone to side with Israel on certain current

issues, desrite the econom¥c advantages that it might gain] R
~ A i (-\1"‘- A

4
— G .
( 'l'..ﬁ__“-..-~__\_,. - .::;:‘\ "‘-:"\H_‘--r T

by supportinz the Arabs.,

o AR DA N, ¢
During the struggle for succession, Stalin was

oprosed to heavy industrialization because he said it would

put a strain on the working class., When Stalin defesated \ka%

Trotsky, he changed his opinion beczuse he realized that

heavy industrialization could benefit him politically. — Sy oo

After making this decision, he proceeded to zhange an = ~*\1$ﬂ

agricultural society into the second gresatest industrial —:;;)‘&4_1—

nation in the world. He found this a necessity =o the

Russian people would keep their faith in the eventuality

of the proletarian rule. His five-vear-plans were gesred




toward improving the economy, although some criticired him

for setting his goals too high. However, he did make Russia

strohg enough to defend itself in World War II, during which

time communism spread greatly.

Stalin became so obsessed with industrialization that
he neglected other problems such as housing, hunger and
distribution of wealth. After Stalin completed his initial
industrialization program, it was avparent that he had not

fulfilled his original goal. Instead of giving more power

F.'-k'\ y

to the proletariat, he got more power for himself, Stalin

remained a dictator and used this econcmic growth solely . :X _

for his own benefit. . - Thooes S -
. \\".J"‘\'ﬁr' »

During the struggle for succession Trotsky was

‘.all for industrialization, but when he saw how Stalin was

industrializing so rapidly and successfully, he admitted

18 So

that "he could not have carried out this task."
Stalin and Trotsky really reversed roles on this issue.
An unindustrialized Russia would net only have kept

it from becoming the super power that it is today, but also

would have made it difficult for Trotsky to claim that o xgﬁﬁﬁis
he had achieved a true communist revolution, Marx was "_h Bt
clear in his writings about where and how such a revolution / S Q‘
would take place. The most advanced industrial countries r; “5ﬁTﬁ\3\
would find themselves with the most serious form of canitalist {
Q
AOSeSn

18Robert Ce Tucker, Stalinism (New York, WeW. Norton
and Company, 1977) pe 49,
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decay 2nd their workers would take over the factories and
other industrial achievements that were products of capital=-
ism. PFor in Marx's theory of historical development, the
role of capitalism was to create the condition --high
industrizslization-- that would make a communist society
possible. Without the existence of advanced fechndl ogical
"means of nroduction,” as Marx called the tocls that created -~f1 \

wealth, a workers' state could not be achieved. ST

Most of the Bolshevik leaders khew enough zbout
Marxlist theory to recognize that their revelution did not

fit his description, and had t:ken place in one of +he ) NP

et tid e —————— i,

ruthless way that Stalin did'to bring about industrial
development, saw Russia's greatest hope in the possibility
of revolution occurring in other more advanced cuntries
so that Russia might obtain some of the benefits of their

new social system as well, o

So both Stalin's theory of "socialism in one
country” and Trotsky's theory of "world revolution"” were < . . ~"

different methods that would achieve the same effect -- e

a\ - e
industrialization, — ,__; < Y, it T
— _i\‘ N

ﬁ"' — 1"

3\ O
5 = — '—.\\\ m\lﬁ"-’—' P N
N T e Ny o ——

. \ \ """\:l.‘
\ — \ - A\
QR SR TR s

\ N N "

N o \“ A D



<120
Conclusion D= - ;“_‘_.ﬁ_r---.\--
The fact that Leon Trotsky admitted that he could M;_T,éxc \
not have carried out the task of industrializing Russia could _.. s
be very importante. If, as leader of Russia, he were truly ;;3\.1
unable to industrialize as Stalin had done, it possibly N o
would have changed the whole course of history. The fﬂ— PR,
Russians might not have been able to resist the Nazi forces :‘dxtf;;j
during World War II, which obviously would have had some 'Ak .

influence on the outcome of the war. Possibly, the

victory of the allies would have been changed to defeat, -

D
\ 1'_\\____,-#0‘4‘"
Tn addition to foreign affairslvgfgﬁsky°s admission O f
would have affected Russia internally, ;;sféky may hﬁve
found out that he could not fulfill any of his philosoprhies
once he succeded Lenines The people of Russia might have become
distrusting of Trotsky, and possibly could have started a A -¢‘_“
counter=revolutions This counter=revolution conceivably »5f\§ﬁ&~'
could have been a capitalistic one, since people unfamiliar fv*”“?ﬁ
with Marx's original communist ideology might have jumped . j:f;;ﬁj?

to conclusions and assumed that communism would never work

in their favor.

It took a man with Stalin's strength and ruthlessness

-
to make Russia's war machine and dietatorial bureaucracy e
successful, Without his persistent striving to better his szx;‘
VN
B

own position, Russia might not have ever become the super

power that it is todaye
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